
             

1 
 

New Garden Open Space Review Board 2020 Annual Report 
Open Space Preservation Activity 

2020 was a busy year for the Township’s Open Space Review Board 
(OSRB) to conserve land.  Ongoing discussion with owners interested in 
preserving their land totals 178 acres. Negotiations added 33 acres to 
288 acres of conserved agricultural land. Trail easements were discussed 
with several land owners potentially expanding the New Garden trail 
system by more than two miles and connecting existing trails and 
preserved lands.   

Members of the OSRB volunteered over 950 hours to preserving open 
space; site visits, continuing negotiations from the previous year, 
informing interested land owners about conservation easements 
options, evaluating a potential property for its nature and wildlife 
quality and assessing complimentary characteristics such as land size, 
public access,  historical features, development risk and proximity to 
existing preserved land. Trail negotiations continue to reconfigure the 
not-constructed twenty year old trail easement along the Candlewyck 
Community’s property.  

   Reports/Activities 

 Steven Dooley joined the OSRB filling vacancy left by David 
Unger’s (now Supervisor).  

 Expanded the total agriculture easements from 288 to 321 acres. 

 Ten of the twelve OSRB meetings were virtual due to Covid 
restrictions.  

 Developed an internal expenditure profile tool faciliting the 
analysis of funding sources for land conservation 
recommendations. 

 Natural Lands presented a public review of twenty years providing 
professional guidance for New Garden Township and, since 2005, for the Open Space Review Board’s 
discussions with property owners on the mechanics of conserving their land and creating trail 
easements. 

 OSRB members participated in Saint Anthony in the Hills 10 year Master plan. 

 Incorporating the 2019 Trail Prioritization Plan in future trail easements connecting to Kennet Township, 
to St. Anthony’s in the Hills and expanding the White Clay Creek trail system.  

Resources: 

The Economic Value of Protected Open Space  (Chescoplanning.org) 

Chester County Protected Open Space Tracking (Chescoplanning.org) 

Tools for Open Space (Chescoplanning.org) 

New Garden Trail Prioritization Plan (Newgarden.org) 

New Garden Greenways Plan (Newgarden.org) 

Natural Lands (Natlands.org) 

The Land Conservancy (Tlcforscc.org) 

 

Maps below: “OSRB’s Protected Properties”, “Trail Prioritization Plan”, “Greenways Plan”, “Township Official Map” 

Open Space Review Board Members 

Chris Robinson: Chair 

Randy Lieberman: Vice Chair   

Richard Meinzer: Secretary 

Joe Miscione: Treasurer 

Kecia Crowl 

Suzanne Geouque 

Steven Dooley  

Kate Ramon: Consultant (Natural Lands)   

https://www.chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/ROE.cfm
https://www.chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/POST.cfm
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/OpenSpace.cfm
https://www.newgarden.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif3531/f/uploads/20191223_new_garden_trail_prioritization_plan_with_appendices.pdf
https://www.newgarden.org/open-space-review-board/pages/greenways-phelps-property-plans
https://natlands.org/https:/natlands.org/
https://www.tlcforscc.org/
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Note: The OSRB meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the second Tuesday of each month at the Township building on Starr Road. The public session of the meeting are open 

to the public and all are welcome to attend. An executive session follows the public session where all Open Space Review Board discussions about proposed or ongoing 

property and easement acquisitions are kept confidential and privileged. The Board of Supervisors holds a public hearing for the proposed expenditure of open space 

funds for each proposed acquisition. The OSRB invites residents to attend its public session to learn about the Township's protected lands, trails, wildlife, agriculture, 

history and the process to preserve land.   


