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Chapter 6 
Community Services and Facilities Inventory  
 
 
This Chapter identifies the various public services and facilities available to Township residents.  The 
items analyzed by this section include those services and facilities provided directly by the Township and 
those privately owned and operated.  Community facilities vary in their purpose and significance.  
Services such as police and fire have a direct relationship to the community health, safety and welfare, 
while facilities like parks and libraries contribute to the quality of life within the Township.  Because not 
all facilities are directly provided by the Township, the amount of control over a particular facility or 
service may vary.  See Map 6-1 for general community facilities. 
 
 
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
Administration 
In New Garden Township, municipal operations are governed by a board of five  supervisors, each 
elected to six-year terms.  The Supervisors have legislative and executive responsibilities, as well as for 
the formation of Township policy.  The Planning Commission serves as an advisory body to the Board in 
terms of planning and development and reviews all subdivision and land development plans before they 
go to the Board of Supervisors.  The Township has a three-member Zoning Hearing Board, which serves 
as a judiciary board for zoning decisions. Each of these groups participated in the preparation of the 
Comprehensive Plan. In addition, other Township volunteer organizations are as follows:  
 
• Historical Commission 
• Park and Recreation Committee 
• News Letter Editorial Group 
• Agriculture District Committee 
• Web Site Committee 

• Recycling Advisory Committee 
• Open Space Task Force 
• Building Appeals Board 
• Sewer Authority 
• General Authority 

 
 
Staff 
The Township has established several positions for the daily administration of the community.  The first 
Township Manager was hired in 2002 and oversees the daily operation and the budget of the Township.  
A full time Secretary-Treasurer assists the Manager with daily administration.  A full time Zoning/Code 
Enforcement Officer has been assigned the responsibility of zoning administration. A consulting firm is 
contracted to undertake building inspections to check for building code compliance. A Road Master and 
five road crewmembers facilitate maintenance of approximately 50 miles of Township roads and the 
Township park.  The Township also has an elected tax collector and auditor and contracts for planning 
services, legal services, and engineering.  There is a potential for additional staff to be added as the 
Township continues to grow and develop new programs. The Township office is open to the public 
during weekdays and information is available to residents through the Township newsletter and website at 
www.newgarden.org. 
 
 
Finances 
The Township made a significant change in the budget format during 2003 in order to provide 
more information and further detail than was available in previous years.  Further changes are 
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anticipated in coming years to the budget to adopt more modern techniques.  Township 
expenditures for the 2002 budget were approximately three million dollars.  The allocation for 
the Township Police Department was by far the greatest expenditure at roughly one million 
dollars.  Township revenues for 2002 were nearly three million dollars, the greatest means of 
revenue was from earned income taxes of approximately one million dollars and real estate taxes 
nearly half that figure. 
 
 
Municipal Building and Garage 
The 14,000 square foot Township building, west of the intersection of Newark Road and Starr Road, was 
completed in the spring of 2004 at a cost of 2.7 million dollars to replace the smaller facility that was 
originally a state weigh station on Route 41.  This new facility provides offices for the Township 
administration staff, meeting rooms, community room, and the potential to house the Police Department 
in the future, if necessary.  In addition to this building, the municipality houses a variety of road 
maintenance equipment such as graders, trucks, and front-end loaders in a garage just north of the 
intersection of Route 41 and Newark Road. 
 
 
Police Department 
New Garden Township maintains a Police Department, the headquarters of which is located behind the 
weight station on Route 41 north of the intersection of Newark Road and Route 41.  The 5,600 square 
foot facility is comprised of three interconnected trailers constructed on a permanent base with a 
functional basement.  The facility opened for use in April 1999 and is anticipated to meet the needs of the 
police force for some time.  In 2003, the force was comprised of a chief and nine  full-time officers.  The 
Police Chief also serves as the Townships emergency management coordinator.  The force currently has 
eight  Township patrol cars to cover the 16 square miles and 9,083 residents of the Township.  The 
increasing population of the Township and potential for large commercial development may cause the 
force to modify their schedule and increase staffing. 
 
The activities of the local police are supplemented by the Pennsylvania State Police whose barracks are 
located just outside the Borough of Avondale in London Grove Township.  The Avondale Barracks 
employs approximately 35 troopers covering 22 municipalities.  These municipalities have a combined 
2000 population of about 80,000 people spread over an area of 210 square miles. 
 
 
Open Space and Recreation Facilities 
Historically, open space resources in New Garden have been limited to unprotected visual open space 
accommodated by large areas of open, undeveloped land.  This informal approach, while effective to date, 
has not established permanent open space.  A network of permanent open space has been created within 
cluster developments, such as found within the Somerset Lake development. 
 
Recreation needs have been served by facilities provided by Kennett Consolidated School District.  
However, there is no guarantee that facilities at the schools will be adequate to accommodate the 
increasing Township population. 
 
To help address the increasing demand for recreational facilities, the Township purchased land and 
constructed a Township park adjacent to the Township municipal building on Route 41.  This park 
contains a playground, walking trails, two pavilions which can be reserved for picnics, a ball field, a 
soccer field, and additional facilities.  In 2003, the Township Open Space Task Force began efforts to 
inventory, prioritize, and plan for open space and recreational facilities.  The Township has secured a 
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grant to be used for planning services and has hired the Natural Lands Trust to begin an open space 
planning process.  Figure 6-1 lists recreational facilities within the Township. 
 
Figure 6-1:  New Garden Township, 2004; Open Space and Recreation Facilities  
 

Name Facility Type Owner Acres Features 
New Garden Township 
Park 

Public Recreation Area Township 20 Picnic Area,  
Sports Fields 

New Garden Township  Municipal Building Township 38/33* Future 
Recreation 

New Garden Township  Open Space – Cedar 
Springs Rd. 

Township 6.5 Open Space, 
Wooded 

New Garden Township Open Space Limestone Rd. Township 8.8 Open Space 
Brandywine Polo Field Recreation Club Private 123 Polo 
St. Anthony's Church Private Private 136 Open Space, 

Swimming Pool, 
Picnic Area 

New Garden Elementary 
School 

School Recreation Area School 
District 

25/9* Playground, 
Multi-Use Field  

Kennett Middle School School Recreation Area School 
District 

79/41* Playground, 
Multi-Use Field 

* Acres available for recreation 
 
 
Sewage Treatment Facilities 
Sewage facilities planning in Pennsylvania is governed by Act 537.  The Township has adopted an Act 
537 Plan that was most recently updated in August 1996.  A primary purpose of the plan is to determine 
how sewage facilities can be provided to meet anticipated future land use needs of the municipality.  The 
plan can also be used to establish the most preferred methods of sewage treatment for new development.   
The recommendations of the Act 537 Plan have been closely considered as the Community Services and 
Facilities Plan has been developed.  (See: Map 6-2) 
 
Most of the Township residents rely upon on-lot systems for water supply and wastewater 
treatment.  Public sewer facilities are provided in certain areas of the Township.  These are 
managed by New Garden Township.  At the present time, central sewage treatment facilities 
exist in the Township.  The East End Plant on Scarlett Road just south of Baltimore Pike, is 
owned and operated by the Township and has the potential maximum capacity of 500,000 
gallons per day, if additional lagoons and construction are completed.  In the spring of 2003, the 
facility was permitted for 250,000 gallons per day and operated at 169,900 gallons per day 
during May 2003.  The effluent from the system is pumped just north of the facility to a spray 
irrigation field along the north side of Baltimore Pike.  Spray irrigation is an alternative method 
of discharging effluent to reduce the impact on the West Branch of the Red Clay Creek, which 
already receives discharge from the Kennett Square Borough sewage treatment plant. 
 
The Township more recently purchased the Somerset facility in the southern portion of the Township which 
contains a private package wastewater plant.  This plant has a maximum design operating capacity of 
250,000 gallons per day.  It was originally developed as part of the neighborhood, but was purchased by the 
Township.  The facility had a maximum capacity of 102,000 gallons per day and was operating at 
approximately 105,000 gallons per day in May 2003. 
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The Borough of Avondale Treatment Plant has a designed operating capacity of 300,000 gallons per day 
and treatment is  discharged into the White Clay Creek.  Portions of New Garden along Baltimore Pike west 
of Newark Road are serviced by the Avondale facility.  New Garden is allocated approximately 50 percent 
of the capacity of the Avondale plant from two main lines, one along Route 41 and another along the 
railroad.  Approximately 130,000 gallons per day were sent to the plant during the month of May 2003. 
 
There are three existing community on-lot disposal systems (COLDS) in the Township.  These include 
several mobile home parks.  Community on-lot systems involve the pretreatment of wastewater by either a 
package plant which discharges into a stream or septic tanks followed by discharge to underground seepage 
beds.  COLDS that treat less than 10,000 gallons per day are permitted by the Chester County Health 
Department, while those over that size require a permit from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP). 
 
In order to assure proper maintenance of on-lot sewage systems, the Township passed Ordinance #103 
that requires all property owners to pump out their on-lot systems at least once every 3 years. Township 
residents are required to send notice to the Township administration to prove their systems have been 
serviced.  DEP gave approval for the new East End Wastewater Plant to accept sewage in August, 1998, 
and they approved spraying on Township owned fields located north of Baltimore Pike in the spring of 
1999. Since the plant is in full operation, a full-time employee was hired for the sewer system.  Sewer 
Authority members meet to handle any business related to the public sewer system. 
 
 
Solid Waste 
The Township is a member of the Southeastern Chester County Refuse Authority (SECCRA) that provides 
solid waste disposal service to southern Chester County municipalities.  The 79 acre landfill in London 
Grove Township began operations in 1986.  The current facility is estimated to reach capacity by 2008.  
SECCRA has secured a permit to expand onto an adjacent property that will extend capacity for an 
additional 15 years.  Hauling of refuse is contracted by residents on an individual basis.  The Township is 
investigating the potential for managing refuse collection for residents in order to increase the efficiency of 
collection within the Township, reduce costs for Township residents, and provide for an additional source of 
income for the Township. 
 
In 1988, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania signed into law the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Act (Act 101).  This act contains important provisions to encourage and 
mandate recycling, and changes the roles of municipalities with regard to solid waste management.  
Mandatory recycling is required by the state when municipalities have a population of over 5,000 people.  
Based on the 2000 Census data, the Township has been required to implement a mandatory program.  The 
Township had not previously incorporated any kind of recycling program and was done only on a volunteer 
basis by Township residents with their privately contracted waste haulers.  New Garden has mandatory 
curbside recycling for all residents and businesses.  Trash haulers provide bins and day of pickup.  
Mandated recycling items include newspapers, all metal cans, and clear, green and brown glass.  Refuse 
collectors will also take #1 and #2 plastics.  All businesses must recycle cardboard. 
 
 
NON-MUNICIPAL SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
 
Fire Protection 
The Township currently maintains a service agreement with the Avondale Fire Company for fire 
protection.  The Township contributes annually to the fire company.  There are over thirty volunteers on 



 Chapter 6 - Community Services and Facilities Inventory 

 6-5   

staff.  The Avondale Fire Company No. 1 provides both fire and rescue service. The Avondale Fire 
Company No. 1 is an all-volunteer organization, funding for which is provided by municipal contracts, 
private contributions, donations, and money-raising events. Major equipment in 2003 consisted of one 
1,500 GPM Pumper/Rescue, one 1,250 GPM Pumper, one 1,500 GPM Pumper/Tanker with 3,500 gallons 
of water and one 1,500 GPM Pumper/Tanker with 3,000 gallons of water along with support vehicles.  
Mutual Aid agreements with neighboring volunteer fire departments ensure adequate fire protection.  
Funding efforts began in 2003 for a new fire station that may be constructed at the border of Avondale 
and New Garden. 
 
 
Ambulance Service 
Ambulance service is provided  by the Avondale Fire Company.  The Avondale Fire Company 
Emergency Medical Service (EMS) division utilizes a combination of paid and volunteer personnel and 
provides emergency medical services to Avondale Borough, New Garden Township, and portions of 
London Grove, Franklin, and West Marlborough Townships.  The Township contributes annually to the 
fire company. 
 
The Southern Chester County Emergency Medical Services (SCCEMS) is a non-profit corporation 
governed through the collaboration of local ambulance companies and members of the community.  
SCCEMS provides advanced life support service to a majority of southwestern Chester County, covering 
more than 225 square miles and a population of nearly 60,000 people, including New Garden Township.  
The primary operation center is located at the Jennersville Regional Hospital in Penn Township, with a 
second station located  within New Garden Township. 
 
 
Health Care Facilities 
Although there are no hospitals or other health-care centers located within New Garden, there are a 
number of medical facilities within a fifteen mile radius.  The Jennersville Medical Center in Jennersville, 
Penn Township is the closest and most readily accessible acute care hospital.  This hospital provides in-
patient and out-patient services, an emergency room, and physical therapy.  In addition, the medical 
complex includes an addiction recovery center and medical detoxification unit.  Ambulance service is 
provided by the West Grove and Avondale Fire Companies.  See: Regional Settings Map for facilities in 
the New Garden region. 
 
Area Hospitals: 
 
• Wilmington Medical Center (Wilmington) - The medical center is the largest health care facility 

serving the residents of New Garden.  The Wilmington Medical Center is composed of three separate 
divisions that provide a full range of health care services. 

 
• Christiana Medical Center - A division of the Wilmington Medical Center, the medical center, 

located approximately 15 miles from the Township in Christiana, Delaware, is one of the largest 
health care facilities in the area.  The facility provides Township residents with a full range of health 
care services. 

 
• Chester County Hospital (West Goshen Township) - This facility offers a full range of medical, 

surgical, and obstetrical services.  Special programs include genetic counseling, heart first cardiac 
rehabilitation, lifestyle fitness center, and hospital home care.  This facility is approximately twelve 
(12) miles from the Township. 
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• Brandywine Hospital and Trauma Center (Caln Township) - This hospital offers a 
medical/surgical unit, obstetrics unit, pediatric unit, psychiatric unit, detoxification unit, a mixed 
intensive care/critical care unit and a 24-hour trauma and emergency medical unit.  This facility is 
approximately fifteen (15) miles from the Township. 

 
• Jennersville Regional Hospital (Penn Township) - The closest and most accessible acute care 

hospital, approximately five (5) miles west of New Garden Township.  This hospital provides in-
patient and out-patient services, an emergency room, and physical therapy. 

 
 
Water Facilities 
A majority of properties in the Township obtain water from private wells.  The primary source of public 
water service is from the City of Chester Water Authority (CWA) pipeline that traverses the Township in a 
west-east direction south of Avondale and Toughkenamon.  Water for this pipeline is supplied from the 
Octoraro Creek Reservoir and the Susquehanna River.    Approximately 470,000 gallons per day from the 
Chester Water Authority were supplied to New Garden Township residents and business in the spring of 
2003.  Artesian Water Company in Delaware provides public water service to a small selected franchise 
area within the Township.  (See: Map 6-1) 
 
The Township has experienced efforts from water companies to purchase or drill wells within the Township 
for large scale water extraction.  In order to preserve ground water quantities for residents, the Township has 
adopted a groundwater withdrawal ordinance to regulate the impact of this potential use. 
 
 
Public Education Facilities 
The Kennett Consolidated School District (KCSD) includes the municipalities of Kennett Square Borough, 
Kennett Township, New Garden Township, and part of East Marlborough Township.  As required by law, 
the KCSD provides bus service for the children in the District who attend private and parochial schools 
within commuting range.  Special education is provided to exceptional/handicapped children through 
County school services.  Vocational education is provided to KCSD students at the Central Chester County 
Vocational Technical School in Coatesville. 
 
Recent enrollment data indicates that the number of students served by the school district is increasing.  
Figure 6-2 displays information on facilities and enrollment.    Enrollment continues to increase and will be 
a continuing issue for the District.  The 1991-1992 enrollment of 2,352 listed in the previous comprehensive 
plan determines a growth of 60 percent in comparison to the 2002-2003 enrollment.  In looking at more 
recent trends, the District has had a 15 percent increase in students, or 128 students per year, since the 1998-
1999 school year. 
 
Public school facilities servicing New Garden residents include Greenwood, Mary D. Lang and New 
Garden Elementary Schools and Kennett Middle and Kennett High Schools.  The addition of the Kennett 
Middle School in New Garden will allow for renovation of the existing Kennett High School.  The School 
District plans to use the old Kennett Middle School, which is adjacent to the High School in Kennett Square, 
to temporarily house High School students while the existing High School building is renovated and 
expanded.  It is anticipated that this will rectify the overcrowding that exists in the High School as displayed 
in Figure 6-2, below. 
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Figure 6-2:  Kennett Consolidated School District Education Facilities and Enrollment, 2003 
 

  Student Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment 
Type/Name Year Built Capacity 1998-1999 Spring 2002 Spring 2003 

Elementary      
   Greenwood 1962 650 614 675 619 
   Mary D. Lang 1972 550 472 521 430 
   New Garden 1958 950 969 1,037 904 
      
Middle School      
   Kennett Middle 1945 604 524 562 - 
   Kennett Middle (new) 2002 *1,100 N/a *887 

(projected) 
928 

      
High School      
   Kennett High 1932 1,000 829 968 1,038 
      
Total - 3,754 3,408 3,763 3,919 

Source: KCSD Superintendent Office, June 2003.  *exact figures were not available at the time of printing. 
 
 
Library 
The Bayard Taylor Memorial Library, located in Kennett Square Borough, furnishes library service to New 
Garden.  The library is supported through private endowments and through funding by Kennett Square 
Borough, New Garden, Pennsbury, East Marlborough, West Marlborough, and Kennett Townships, in 
addition to Chester County.  Income from an endowment fund, accumulated through gifts and bequests from 
local residents since the founding of the library in 1896, provides a portion of the operating budget. 
 
Additional financial assistance is received from municipalities and state aid provided to the library.  The 
present library collection consists of approximately 32,500 volumes.  The library is part of the Chester 
County Library system, which provides area residents access to documents within the entire network.  Due 
to space needs and finances, the Library is planning on constructing a new 40,000 square foot facility in 
Kennett Township, just east of Kennett Square. 
 
Due to the proximity of Hockessen, Delaware, many Township residents use libraries in Delaware and pay 
the small annual fee.  Because the Bayard Taylor Library is anticipated to move into a new building in 
Kennett Township, east of the Borough, it is anticipated that New Garden residents will be more likely to 
use libraries in Hockessen and less likely to support the Bayard Taylor Library, which is an issue within the 
Kennett Region. 
 
 
PLANNING IMPLICATIONS 
 
Existing community facilities and services have been identified in this inventory section.  The following is a 
list of implications raised by this section that will be addressed in the recommendation sections of the Plan: 
 
• Township Administration - There is a need to periodically assess Township administrative staffing 

and facilities to meet the needs of the community in terms of workload, expertise, and space needs. 
 
• Township Finances - There is a need to modify the budget format in order to meet the changing 

programs and economic development needs of the Township. 
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• Police - As the population continues to increase and additional commercial development occurs, the 
police department may need to make operational changes.  The hours of operation and number of 
officers need to be evaluated to meet the needs of the Township. 

 
• Emergency Services - Emergency services including police, fire, and ambulance appear to provide 

adequate coverage of the Township in 2003.  However, these services need to be examined periodically 
to ensure that demand does not exceed the ability to respond efficiently. 

 
• Open Space and Recreation - The demand for open space and recreation facilities will continue to 

increase as more people move into the Township.  In order to retain the character of the Township, there 
is a need to identify open space resources and develop additional open space, park, and recreational 
facilities as residential development occurs. 

 
• Sewer and Water - The Township will need to monitor changes in the water and sewage capacity of 

the various public and private systems within the Township, while providing direction as to where these 
facilities are appropriate.  The Township should also encourage education of residents on the 
maintenance of individual on-lot septic systems and wells.  Dependence upon ground water supplies 
dictates the need to protect both the quality and quantity of ground water resources. 

 
• Kennett Consolidated School District - School enrollment is increasing.  The Township and School 

District need to foster regular communication to determine future facilities, service, and program needs. 


