
 

Spring 2002 

New Garden Township 
Chester County, Pennsylvania 

A newsletter for residents of 

 

New Garden Township 
 

 
 

 
 

New Garden Meeting House - 1743 

Landenberg Bridge - 1899 

TOWNSHIP OFFICE  
8934 Gap Newport Pike 
Landenberg, PA 19350 
Hours: 10:00-4:30, M-F 
Voice: 610-268-2915 
Fax: 610-268-0458 

Board of Supervisors 
 Patrick J. Keeney, Chair 
 Robert J. Perrotti, Vice-Chair 
 Norman S. Nunn 
 W. Brian Sundermeir 
 Robert N. Taylor 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Joan F. Kelleher 

Message from the Supervisors 

Hello, fellow residents and welcome to the beginning of a new era in the publication of 
the New Garden Township Newsletter. Historically, the Township has produced only one 
newsletter in the Spring. This year we plan to add a Fall issue, with the ultimate goal of 
publishing a regular Quarterly Newsletter. We want to provide communication about 
ongoing activities in our community. Because this newsletter can only be accomplished 
with the help of Township residents, we hope many will volunteer to assist with the task.  

We would like to urge all residents who are interested to fill out and return the volunteer 
form that is included in this newsletter. There are many varied opportunities to 
participate as indicated by the list of committees, established or to be created. For 
minimal hours of your time and talent, we assure you the rewards will be great. 
Volunteering is a wonderful way to learn more about your local government and to meet 
super people; people who choose to make New Garden Township an even better 
community than it already is. All are welcome and any effort, no matter how small, will 
be greatly appreciated. You can make a difference.  

Patrick J. Keeney, Chair, New Garden Township Board of Supervisors  

Congratulations Lieutenant Kevin McCarthy - by Peg Jones 
 

New Garden Township has its first police lieutenant. 
Kevin McCarthy, a twenty-two year veteran on the 
police force, has just been promoted to second in 
command to Chief Gerald Davis. They head a force of 
ten patrolmen whose charge is "to keep the peace" in the 
Township. 

Kevin McCarthy is a Chester County native, having 
grown up in Kennett Square. After serving for two years 
in the Army, he began his career in law enforcement 
with a year at Penn State. He followed this as shift 
supervisor at the Chester County Radio Room, the predecessor to the 911 dispatcher. 
When Kennett Boro needed a part-time officer, he joined the force and was subsequently 
sent to the Police Academy. All this occurred before October 1979 when Lt. McCarthy 
came to New Garden to maintain the water and sewer systems and to serve as a part-time 
patrolman. In 1982, he became the first full-time police officer in the Township and was 
assigned to work the night shift, an assignment which continues to this day. 

 During these years, in addition to his family life, Lt. McCarthy has found time to earn 
an Associate Degree in Science from the SUNY system and will soon complete 
requirements for a BS in public administration with a major in law enforcement. 

When asked to compare today's police work in the Township with that of twenty-two 
years ago, Lt. McCarthy spoke of the difference in the accidents on Rt. 41. Years ago 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mushroom Festival - will be 
held Sept 8-9 in Kennett Square 
with activities for young and old. 
Join the celebration of the 
industry which has contributed to 
New Garden's economy for over 
a hundred years. 



traffic volume was lower, speeds were higher and there were 
more fatalities. Today with the increased traffic, speeds are 
lower, and injuries are generally not as serious.  

Drinking and rowdyism on Landenberg Bridge and at the 
"new" McDonald's in the New Garden Shopping Center were 
also ongoing problems in the 1980's. Over the years 
Landenberg residents have grown older, and the shopping 
center is no longer the only place for young people to gather. 

With the transient mushroom worker population largely 
housed in barracks, mayhem often prevailed with drinking, 
robbery, and murders. Gradually many of these workers have 
brought their families here to live as permanent residents, 

(Continued from page 1) amd barracks life has ceased to be as much of a policing 
problem. 

Today the police force deals primarily with traffic 
problems, speeding, accidents, and with "service calls," 
checking on burglar alarms, responding to calls for 
assistance, and generally providing security for people in 
their homes. 

Lt. McCarthy, who admits to being "a people person," is 
to be congratulated on his new position. 

 
 

 

In the early 1870’s, Martin Landenberger was 
instrumental in bringing the railroad to Landenberg to 
facilitate transport of the yarn produced here to his 
Philadelphia factory. 

With the three factories, Martin Landenberger eventually 
employed 1000-1200 workers and was doing a million dollars 
a year in business. In 1873 the financial manipulations of the 
infamous Robber Baron Jay Cooke bankrupted many 
Philadelphia businessmen including Martin Landenberger. 
The firm operated several more years in receivership before 
being liquidated to pay off creditors. Martin Landenberger 
died penniless in 1884 on a small farm in Millville, NJ. 
 

How Landenberg Got It’s Name 
 

by David Hawk, Historical Commission 
 
Martin Landenberger was born in 1818 in Ebengen, 

Germany. As a young man, he immigrated to Philadelphia 
and served several years as an apprentice in the hosiery 
business. In 1843 he had saved enough money to purchase a 
single loom and go into 
business for himself. In 1847 
a financial panic allowed 
him to purchase a 
considerable quantity of 
wool for a very low price. 
With this windfall he was 
able, after the next business 
upturn in 1849, to purchase a 
factory containing eighteen 
looms. In 1856 he erected an 
even larger factory in the 
Germantown section of 
Philadelphia and in the 
ensuing years expanded it several times. This factory still 
stands today. 

In 1862 Martin Landenberger purchased the 
Chandlersville  and Laurel factories here in New Garden 
township. His son-in-law, Charles Weiler, moved here to 
manage them. The village was renamed Landenberg. The two 
factories here were used to produce yarn, which was taken to 
the Philadelphia factory where it was spun into hosiery. 

The Chandlersville Factory 
Painting by Ann Hagerty 
from an 1872 photograph 

Memo from the Police Department - With the coming of summer, Police Chief Gerry Davis urges everyone to be alert 
to swimming pool safety. Two main concerns are diving accidents and the drowning of children. All family members and guests 
need to be educated on the risks involved in diving into pools and the risk to small children gaining access to pools. Township 
ordinances require all pools to be fenced with gates securely closed to deter children's access.  

Other summer activities involve barbecue grills, lawn mowers, and home maintenance equipment. Chief Davis urges 
caution; safety is a major concern. He also suggests that homeowners with second and third story decks, particularly those which 
are 8-10 years old, have a structural inspection before entertaining a large number of people. Exposure to weather over time can 
contribute to deterioration and possible collapse under an excessive load. 

For additional information, contact the police department at 610-268-2907, or visit its website, www.newgarden.org 
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 
by Bernie McKay, Volunteer Coordinator 
 
There is much need for citizen participation in township 
government, and there are many opportunities for doing so in 
New Garden Township. Below is a list of organizations 
within the township government whose members are 
volunteers. If you would like to participate in one of these 
organizations, please let us know by telling us about yourself 
and your interests on the volunteer form on the back of this 
page and sending it in. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION: The PC acts as an advisor to 
the Board of Supervisors on matters of community growth 
and development. In this role it reviews all subdivision and 
land development plans for consistency with the 
comprehensive plan and compliance with the township 
ordinances. The seven members meet twice a month and 
serve four year terms. Chair: Mike Loftus. 
 
PARK & RECREATION COMMITTEE: The seven member 
committee meets once a month to administer the township's 
parkland. It sets overall guidelines for the usage of the park 
and plans community activities during the year. The 
committee is also forming a "Friends of the Park" 
organization. Chair: Vince Versagli. 
 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION: The nine member HC acts as 
an advisor to the Board of Supervisors and other township 
agencies. The Commission is concerned with identifying and 
preserving historical sites within the township and promoting 
an awareness of the history of the township. Chair: Peg Jones. 
 
SPECIAL PURPOSE TASK FORCE (new): An ad hoc group 
that will be called upon, as needed, to assist the Board of 
Supervisors with special projects during the year. 
 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE (new): The current 
newsletter is published twice a year. This committee will 
compile, edit and publish an expanded quarterly newsletter to 
keep residents up to speed on township items of interest. 
Editors: Peg Jones and David Hawk. 
 
WEBSITE COMMITTEE (new): The New Garden Police 
Dept has a website www.newgarden.org which needs to be 
expanded to include information on the overall township. 
This committee will assist with the design, content and on-

going maintenance of the website to communicate pertinent 
information to residents. 
 
BUILDING APPEALS BOARD (new): A three member 
board of citizens with building trade experience to rule on 
appeals regarding building code issues. 
 
ZONING HEARING BOARD: A three member board that 
considers applications for special exceptions and non-
conforming uses as well as requests for variances and 
appeals from determinations made by the township's zoning 
officer. It meets on an as-needed basis, usually once or twice 
a month. Chair: Dave Carlin. 
 
RECYCLING ADVISORY COMMITTEE (new): 
A seven member committee to encourage and assist the 
recycling of materials within the township by both residents 
and businesses. 
 
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE: The three 
member committee meets as-needed to review applications 
from land owners for Agriculture Security District status. 
Agricultural Security Districts are designated to protect 
agricultural areas from non-farming uses which may make 
normal farming operations difficult. 
 
LAND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE (new): This 
committee will develop and implement a plan for the 
preservation of "greenway" open space within the township. 
  
GENERAL AUTHORITY: A five member authority created 
to raise capital, through the issuance of revenue bonds, for 
low cost financing of public work projects. The members 
meet once a month and serve for five years. Chair: Bob 
Taylor. 
 
SEWER AUTHORITY: The authority owns all of the sewer 
infrastructure throughout the township and is obligated for 
the associated debt. It does not operate the facilities but 
leases them to the township. The five members, who serve 
four year terms, meet with the Board of Supervisors once a 
month to discuss policy matters, the condition of the 
facilities and operational issues. Chair: Neal Leech. 

Planting along Township Roads - The Township requests that no one 
plant any trees or shrubbery in road right-of-ways; existing trees will be 
trimmed if they obscure vision for vehicle traffic. All Township roads have 
a 33 foot right-of-way and roads in the new residential developments have a 
right-of-way of 50 feet. Right-of-ways of State roads vary from 33 feet 
wide to 70 feet wide. If you have any questions about your particular 
planting situation, please contact the Township office for clarification.  

Building Permits are required for all 
construction. Applications are available at the 
Township Building. BOCA Code for 1990 is in 
effect. Our building Inspector, Donald Taylor, is 
present at the Township Building every 
Wednesday afternoon to assist residents with the 
permitting process. For questions call 610-869-
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VOLUNTEER INFORMATION  
 

NEW GARDEN TOWNSHIP 
8934 GAP NEWPORT PIKE  
LANDENBERG, PA  19350 

Phone: 610-268-2915              Fax: 610-268-0458 
 

Your township has a number of committees that are staffed by volunteers.  At various times there is a need to 
find new members for these positions.  In order to facilitate the finding of new members, the township maintains 
a list of people that would be willing to serve the township.  If you would be interested, please fill out the 
following and fax, mail or drop off at the above address.  Thank you. 

 
DATE:  ______________________________ 

 
NAME:  ________________________________________________ PHONE #  _____________________ 
  Day 
ADDRESS:  _____________________________________________ PHONE #  _____________________ 
  Evening 
                       _____________________________________________ EMAIL   ______________________ 
 
 
I would be interested in serving on the following: 

[  ]  Planning Commission  [  ]  Zoning Hearing Board 

[  ]  Park & Recreation Commission  [  ]  Recycling Advisory Committee 

[  ]  Historical Commission  [  ]  Agricultural District Committee 

[  ]  Special Purpose Task Force (as needed)  [  ]  Land Preservation Committee 

[  ]  Newsletter Committee  [  ]  General Authority 

[  ]  Web Site Committee  [  ]  Sewer Authority 
 
[  ]  Building Appeals Board 

 
My present occupation is:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Special qualifications that may be of help to the township:  _______________________________________ 

 
                ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

I have served on  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In the community of  _____________________________________________________________________    
See other side for brief descriptions. 



Township Acts to Protect Phelps Tract 

by David Hawk 

The New Garden Township Supervisors are working to 
keep a pristine parcel of creek-side property free from 
development. 
The Phelps tract 
is a 38-acre 
steep-slope 
parcel of land 
along the White 
Clay Creek on 
Penn Green 
Road between 
Landenberg and 
Avondale. The 
area is a favorite 
site for local 
trout fishermen 
in the spring. 

This tract 
will be placed 
under a 
conservation 
easement and 
will be used for 
passive 
recreation like 
fishing, hiking 
and bird 
watching. There will be no ball fields or other facilities built 
on the land. 

Pennsylvania has already announced a large grant to the 
Natural Lands Trust to pay for a major portion of this project. 
The remainder of the project will be funded with other grants 
and anticipated fees from future developers for open space 
and recreation. 

The White Clay Creek passes through the Phelps Tract 

Landenberg Bridge Update 
 
by David Hawk, Historical Commission 
 

The New Garden Township Board of Supervisors has 
voted to consider PennDOT's offer to take back the 
Landenberg Bridge, finally clearing the way to resume 
planning for reconstruction. Under PennDOT's take back 
program,      PennDOT will rehabilitate the bridge to 
Township specifications and then turn it over to the 
Township. PennDOT estimates it will take about a year to 
obtain the necessary permits and approvals and then another 
nine months to do the detailed design. Hopefully construction 
will begin in the Spring of 2004. 

The Township's proposal at this point is to strengthen the 
bridge with strong steel girders sufficient for the heaviest 
emergency equipment in the area (40 tons). The approximate 
current bridge roadway width will be retained for safety 
reasons. The narrow bridge has served well to slow down 
traffic as it comes down the steep hill before entering the 
pedestrian area of the village. This roadway width is 
sufficient for wide 
emergency vehicles 
(9-ft each) to pass 
each other on the 
bridge if ever 
necessary.   

To ensure the 
historical aspects of 
the bridge are 
maintained, the 
Historical 
Commission has 
gathered old 
photographs to 
document details such 
as the cantilevered 
walkway and the 
stonework . 

To get advice on 
the best structural and historical rehabilitation techniques for 
the project, the Township has retained Sandra Detterline, 
P.E., of McCormick, Taylor & Associates. Ms. Detterline 
was involved in the historical rehabilitation of a similar 
County bridge near Kennett Square earlier in her career. She 
will use some of the same techniques pioneered and proven 
effective on that project for the Landenberg Bridge. 

More information, as well as periodic updates on the 
status of the Landenberg Bridge project, can be found on the 
Historical Commission's website: www.ccil.org/~nghc 

 

Sandra Detterline, P.E.,  
checking the 19-ft roadway width. 

Pumping out sewers - To assure proper maintenance of 
on-lot sewage systems, the Township requires all property 
owners to pump out these systems at least once in every three 
years. Proof of this pumping must be submitted to the 
Township secretary. 
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New Garden Township 
8934 Gap Newport Pike 
Landenberg, PA 19350 

Township Meetings - Township 
meetings are are usually held at the 
township building and are open to the 
public. Citizens are encouraged to attend 
and participate. Call the township office 
for more information.  
 
Board of Supervisors - first & second 

Mondays at 7:30 pm. 
Planning Commission - first Wednesday 

at 7:30 pm. 
Sewer Authority - second Tuesday          

at 7:30 pm. 
Historical Commission - second   

Wednesday at 7:30 pm. 
Park & Recreation Committee - third 

Wednesday at 7:30 pm 
New Garden General Authority - third 

Monday at 9:00 am. 
Zoning Hearing Board - as announced. 
 

Drought Emergency - On February 12, Governor Schweiker signed a 
Proclamation declaring certain parts of the State, including Chester County, to 
be in a drought emergency. The ban on nonessential water usage is effective for 
90 days, but is expected to be extended if drought conditions do not improve. 
All County residents are expected to refrain from any of the following: 
 
· Filling and topping off swimming pools. 
· Use of any water for watering grass. 
· Use of any water for irrigation and watering of outdoor gardens, landscaped 

areas, trees, shrubs, and other outdoor plants. 
· Use of any water for washing paved surfaces, such as streets, roads, 

sidewalks, driveways, garages, patios, parking areas, tennis courts, decks 
and patios. 

· Use of any water for washing or cleaning of mobile vehicles, such as cars, 
trucks, mobile homes, or boats. 

· Serving water in eating or drinking places. 
· Any use of water that is not for a beneficial use. 
 

New Garden’s Police Department will be monitoring compliance with these 
prohibitions. For questions or additional information call 610-268-2907. 
 

 

Ban On Open Burning - The Chester County Commissioners have enacted a temporary open burning ban effective until May 
22. This may be extended if present drought conditions do not improve. Open burning is defined as the ignition and subsequent 
burning of any combustible material out of doors in either a burn barrel (screened or unscreened) or on the ground. Enforcement 
of this ban is authorized by the Laws of Pennsylvania and any police officer can enforce the ban.  
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