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A New Life for the Lamborn House 
Margaret B. Jones, Ph.D. 

 
The Lamborn house, the farmhouse that stands in the 
Township Park, has had a hard life. It has experienced a fire, 
do-it-yourself remodeling, neglect, as well as the passage of 
time. In 1817, when Thomas Lamborn built a brick addition 
to his log house, he built in the typical New Garden style, 
corner fireplaces and closet stairs. Sometime later, he 
removed the log house and built a stone kitchen on that 
footprint. About 1890, his grandson, Josiah Lamborn, added 
two porches, changed the stairs and covered the brick with 
stucco; this is the house we see today. To create a park in 

1990, New Garden Township purchased the Lamborn’s land and farmhouse; there was a plan 
for the land, but no plan for the house. 
 
In the following years, the house was used for a Park office, for a meeting place for the Boy 
Scouts and other groups, as well as for a break room for township staff.  No care was given to 
the building and it deteriorated to the point that the Board of Supervisors considered demolishing 
it. The reason for not providing maintenance was that the Township had no particular use for the 
building. But the Historical Commission saw a township historic resource being abandoned.  
Architecturally, the Lamborn house is unique in that it is one of a very few southern Chester 
County houses which has the steeply pitched roof associated with the Welsh builders of the 18th 
century. It also represents the typical New Garden farmhouse of the 18th and 19th centuries, 
three rooms downstairs and up, a modest size. 
 
Beginning about a decade ago, the Historical Commission began petitioning the Board of 
Supervisors for funds to secure the house and make it livable. The argument presented was that 
if the house were lived in, it would provide a modicum of security for the Park, and….an historic 
resource would be preserved.  Eventually about four years ago a crisis occurred, the ridgepole 
on the kitchen roof cracked, making it dangerous to use the kitchen. Replacing the beam meant 
replacing the roof, in other words making an investment in the house.  
 
The arguments of the Historical Commission finally gained a hearing and renovation began.  
Initially, one Supervisor secured a pro bono structural engineer to survey the house. Joe 
Yakscoe, the township’s retired director of maintenance and grounds, volunteered his time to 
hire and supervise a carpenter. Over a two-year period, a new kitchen roof, masonry work to 
repair the brick walls, installation of new window frames and windows, stuccoing, repointing the 
kitchen chimney and electrical work, all were accomplished.  
 
 
 



 
What remained was to renovate the interior. Beginning in 
March of 2014, Historical Commission members met 
weekly to work on the house, contributing more than 600 
volunteer hours. Twenty years of accumulated furniture 
and trash were removed, walls were plastered, 
floorboards were mended and scrubbed, doors were 
scraped, painted and hung, and the entire interior was 
repainted.  Finally smoke alarms and light fixtures were 
installed as well as a new stove.  
 

Final tasks on the outside were the placing of chimney caps and installation of a wrought iron 
railing on the front porch. All that remains is to stucco the exterior and that cost has been 
included in this year’s Park budget. Through the efforts of the Historical Commission, this 
historic house is no longer a township liability and if rented, it can be a self-sustaining addition 
to the Park.  The house is secure from the weather, bright and cheerful inside and waiting for a 
tenant. Best of all, one of New Garden Township’s historic resources has been saved for the 
benefit of future generations. The Lamborn house has been given a new life. 
  
Members of the Historical Commission who have worked on the Lamborn house renovation 
include: Elizabeth Norton, Charles Norton, David Hawk, Stuart Roberts, Nancy Geist, Joan 
Proscino, Ted Christy, Michael Leja, Brian Roberts, Pownall and Peg Jones. 
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