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New Garden: Then and Now (Part II) 
Historical Commission 

Currently on display in the Township Building is 
the “Then and Now” exhibit. Consisting of 22 pairs 
of photographs the viewer can discern how parts 
of New Garden’s history has been preserved, 
altered or completely erased. Some of the “then” 
photos date to the late 1800s, some from before 
World War I and some from just a few decades 
ago. All the “now” photos record the same area as 
seen in 2015. The New Garden Historical 
Commission selected from its archives the old 
photos based on historical significance and also 
proximity to the road so one can easily drive by the 
area to see the change.  There are three sets of 
these photos. This article shows eight of the “Then 
and Now” photos all from the area between Old 
Baltimore Pike and Southwood Rd. Use the 
numbers in the aerial photo to locate where they 
are located. Anyone who has an old photo or 
drawing of another building and would like to add 

to this list please contact the Historical Commission. View the first set of photos (#1 thru #7) around 
Toughkenamon by clicking here. 

THEN NOW 
  #8 Thompson Richards’ House 

 

 

In 1912, Thompson Richards’ house, located on Baltimore Pike, was nearly destroyed when and acetylene gas plant used to 
supply lights, exploded. Richards was killed, and his wife and daughter, injured. People came from miles around to view the 
ruin that was subsequently rebuilt by his son, William Richards. 
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  #9 The Greenhouses of Samuel Thompson 

  
The greenhouse of Samuel Thompson have been razed. One of many greenhouse men in New Garden Township at the turn 
of the 20th century, Thompson started a family rose growing business which lasted for more than a hundred years. 

  
  #10 New Garden general store andpost office 

  
Isaac Slack’s stone saw mill, built to saw large oak timbers for shipbuilding, was later used for grinding feldspar. Measuring      
90 by 45 feet, the mill stood east of Newark Road and south of the railroad. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 
#11 Quaker Meeting House 

  
As the result of a schism among Quakers, in 1831, those Friends who were more concerned about issues of theology than 
about social issues, such as the abolition of slavery, built this Meeting House. The Meeting House was used by Friends until 
1938, when with a dwindling membership, the Meeting was laid down. In the 1950’s, Maria Testa converted the building to a 
dwelling. 

  #12 Foulkleon Mansion  

    
Foulkleon, the granite mansion built in 1911 by Dr. Pusey de Foulke, was demolished in the 1950’s to make way for the building 
that became the Hewlett-Packard plant. W.L. Gor now owns this building on Rt. 41. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

#13 Dutch Row, Kaolin 

  
Dutch Row was a series of eight or ten conjoined houses built for the families of the men who worked in the kaolin pits. Most of 
these houses were demoloshed in 1939 to make way for the cloverleaf intersection of Route 41 and Route 7. 

 
  #14 Brow House (extinct)  

  
In1770, David Hoopes built the stone house that stood on this site. Greatly enlarged by the Brown family during the 19th century,  it 
was demolished by Edgecraft Company to make way for a warehouse.. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

#15 New Garden Lyceum Hall 

  
New Garden’s Lyceum Hall built in 1852 to hold temperance debates, abolitionist meetings, 
lectures and entertainments, later was used both as a school and as the Township building. In 
2012, it was moved from its original site along Rt. 41 to a site in the New Garden Park. 


