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Landenberg Day 2016: Reviving a Tradition 
Joseph Birmingham 

 
Landenberg has hosted community days in the past.  I 

myself attended several.  They were small affairs, with the 
local church providing food, and the store providing drinks 
and snacks to the guests that gathered in the valley 
around the bridge.  There had not been an event in 
several years, and it was this idea that started to form in 
my head when I established a small community group 
page on Facebook in 2012 to share memories about 
Landenberg and rediscover old friends.  My first effort was 
met with minimal response so I tabled the idea for the 
time.  
 

Four years later in 2016 the group had swelled to 1200+ members.  The local community 
magazine wanted to interview me.  Old photos that were shared frequently received hundreds 
of “likes” and dozens of comments.  Old relationships were renewed.  New relationships 
blossomed.  Lost dogs were lost, and found, and the community continued to grow.  People 
continued to share more and more, and I discovered there were really two worlds of Landenberg.  
There was one from my youth, the one with established families, farmers, builders, and 
businesses.  And the new one, a still developing community, that existed halfway within the 
geography, and halfway online.  There were people in Landenberg who did not know of the rich 
history that developed from the precise location on the White Clay Creek.  People who drove 
past the remaining trestles of the Wilmington and Western Railroad and saw just stone stumps, 
not the specter of magnificent locomotives that fueled the development of this valley in a time 
gone past.   There were those who did not even realize the sleepy little berg was a thriving mill 
town of thousands just a hundred years ago.  

 
It was about then I started considering the idea of resurrecting Landenberg Day.  But this 

time, with more of a purpose.  I wanted to establish a Trust that would be used to benefit 
Landenberg, at first with community building events but later with historical and natural 
preservation and education.  And so Landenberg Day 2016 was born, a good idea and one that 
rapidly swelled.  Within weeks we had hundreds who planned to attend.  This posed a problem.  
Landenberg was still a town of “one and a half lane roads”, hairpin turns, and rocky outcroppings.  
There seemed no good way to hold a celebration in town that would accommodate a true 
Facebook launched event sized crowd.  For every person I knew coming, there were a dozen 
strangers RSVP-ing as well.  Something had to be done.   

 



 

  

It was then I was fortunate enough to meet, through 
the event page, Alicia from Borderland Vineyards.  She 
advised me Kurt Kalb, the owner of the property had 
heard of my proposed event and wished to offer his 
property for the venue.  I went and met with Kurt and his 
wonderful staff and was convinced: the 63 acre property 
of rolling hills and trees epitomized Landenberg; and the 
selfless donation of the land to host our event 
epitomized what we hoped to accomplish here.  So the 
event really began to take shape.  We set a date of August 6th and then coordinated a volunteer 
staff to make it happen.  

 
Within a short period we had a dozen vendors, half a dozen food providers and upwards of 

500 local residents all planning on attending the event.   Three locally based bands, 2uesday 
Night, EB Hawkins, and The Rose Project, were approached and agreed to perform live for free, 
to benefit the Trust.  The community started showing an increased interest in participating in the 
historical aspects of the event.  We discovered various local sponsors willing to help reduce The 
Trust’s upfront cost; Krapf Bus, Arrow Sanitation, and KCSD among many others.   We 
developed the idea of producing a saddle stitched high gloss program to distribute to our guests 
to commemorate the event.  As sponsor, Phoenix Press is still seeking advertisers for this 
program.  Interested parties can contact the publisher at phoenixpress1@gmail.com  The event 
is scheduled for Borderland Vineyards at 332 Indiantown Road in Landenberg on August 6th 
from 9am to 9pm. For more information on the event or to volunteer at the event, visit 
“Landenberg you can’t get there from here” on Facebook or email phoenixpress1@gmail.com. 
  

  
 

mailto:phoenixpress1@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/landenberg/
mailto:phoenixpress1@gmail.com

