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Landenberg Junction Trail  
By Chris Robinson 

 
On June 27th and after more than two 
years of work the Friends of the New 
Garden Trails1 will open the 
Landenberg Junction Trail, the third 
trail of the expanding greenways 
corridors in New Garden Township.  
Though the shortest of the three trails 
the Landenberg Junction Trail offers 
the most historically rooted “walk 
through the woods.”  
 
The trail is located in a Township 
preserve which itself is located in an 
exceptional natural area known for its 
rich bio-diversity of plants2 and 

animal life. Situated on a steep eastern hillside along the White Clay Creek National 
Wild and Scenic River it descends to a flat habitat garden of native plants3 marking the 
former Hendrickson’s house. 
 
Three short paths totaling less than a mile 
comprise the trail. Walking them conveys 
a sense of area’s history, the mills, the 
railroads and the former resident, the 
Hendrickson family4. Two parallel paths 
offer a feel for what it was like “to be there” 
when two railroads serviced Landenberg, 
the Pomeroy & Newark RR and the 
Wilmington & Western RR. A raised 
platform with an interpretive sign provides 
a visual perspective of the bustling mill 
town of Landenberg and its railroads5 
during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.  
 
There are several manmade features found along the paths. At the entrance there’s a 
kiosk mapping the paths and a plaque honoring the Hendrickson Family who lived 
here for generations3. A system of ponds collect hillside spring water eventually 
draining into the creek. A table by the creek side provides a quiet opportunity for a 
picnic. A rain barrel collects rain from the storage building’s roof and used to irrigate 
the habitat garden. Benches are placed to view the ponds and garden. A staircase 

Looking north on part of the Landenberg Junction Trail. The Lower path 
is the former Pomeroy & Newark RR. The upper path is the former 
Wilmington & Western RR. Landenberg Village located center left.  

The habitat garden located at the southern end of the trail. Dozens 
of native grasses, flowers, shrubs and trees can be viewed while 
walking through the garden or sitting on a bench. A nearby table 
by the White Clay Creek (left) provides a picnic area. The easy 
access to the creek is a popular fishing opportunity during the 
springtime. Landenberg Village is seen in the background. 
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connects the lower RR path to the upper parallel RR paths where one can get a feel of 
the White Clay canyon and hear the creek drain south to the adjacent Bone Mill dam. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   
 

Property Donated or Purchased with funds from the Following: 

 Landenberg Village, LCC (William A. Skalish) 

 New Garden Township Board of Supervisors Open Space Fund 

 White Clay Creek Watershed Steering Committee (US National Park Service) 

 Municipal Grants Program, Commissioners of Chester County, Pennsylvania 
 
Property Improvements and Trail Construction with Grants from: 

 Green Region PECO Open Space Funds 

 E. Kneale Dockstader Foundation 
 
 

The amphibian pond that Mr. Hendrickson built. Situated on the 
lower RR track/path it has and continues to provide an 
enjoyable interaction with the trail’s varied and lively frog 
population. The pond is spring fed and overflows to two lower 
ponds. The steps provide access between the lower and upper 
path. 

Landenberg viewed from the widest path connecting the trail 
entrance to the habitat garden, picnic table and fishing area. 

Picnic table by the White Clay Creek. Stone benches centered in the habitat garden. All plants are 
native to the White Clay watershed. 
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Volunteer In Kind Contributions: 

 Shane Morgan and Claudia West, Planning and Planting Design Consultants 

 V.P. Electrical Contracting 

 Laurel Valley Farms, Inc. Soil Division 

 David Rickerman, Tree Services Inc. 

 Friends of New Garden Trails and the White Clay  Watershed Association 

 Members of the New Garden Township Open Space Review Board 
 
 

1. For more information about the Township trails visit the Friends of the New Garden 
Trails website. 

2. For more information about the Township botanical study read its report. 
3. See below for listing of native plants in the habitat garden. 
4. Read about Mr. “Nick” Hendrickson from the Lyceum newsletter, “A Profile of Courage 

and Community Spirit”. 
5. For more information about the railroads in Landenberg railroads read the Lyceum 

article “Railroads of Landenberg”. 
 
  

LANDENBERG JUNCTION TRAIL PLANTING 9.13.14 
  

Latin Name        Common Name 
LANDSCAPE PLUGS          (Click to see image) 

Aster divaricatus  White wood aster  

Aster n-a 'Purple Dome' Aster purple dome 

Carex emoryi Emory's sedge 

Carex vulpinoidea Fox sedge  

Chelone glabra White turtle head 

Elymus glabriflorus South eastern wild rye  

Eupatorium coelestinum Blue mist flower 

Iris versicolor Blueflag Iris  

Packera aurea Golden groundsel  

Physostegia v. 'Pink Manners' Obedient plant 

Tradescantia ohiensis Ohio spiderwort  

Asclepias incarnata Swamp milkweed 

Lobelia siphilitica Blue lobelia 

Monarda didyma Bee balm  

  

  

  

SEED MIX (1lb)  

Desmodium canandense Showy Tick Trefoil  

Lobelia cardinalis Cardinial Flower  

Eupatorium perfoliatum Boneset 

Mimulus ringens Monkey Flower  

Solidago caesia Blue stem godenrod  

http://www.friendsofthenewgardentrails.org/
http://newgarden.org/linkpage.php?content=botanical&classname=introeco&titlename=Botanical%20Report
http://newgarden.org/newsletter/MR-Hendrickson-Profile-draftfinal.pdf
http://newgarden.org/newsletter/MR-Hendrickson-Profile-draftfinal.pdf
http://newgarden.org/newsletter/RR%20of%20landenberg-V4.pdf
http://www.wildflower.org/image_archive/320x240/BGNP/BGNP_0156.JPG
http://petalsfromthepast.com/catalog/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/p/u/purple-dome.jpg
http://www.hydraaquatic.com/wp-content/uploads/carex-emoryi-ha-dcameron-a.jpg
http://www.hoffmannursery.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/CarVul_PR_01_Carex_vulpinoidea.jpg
http://www.nps.gov/plants/pubs/chesapeake/img/Herbaceous/Chelone-glabra-RHW.jpg
http://www.tarleton.edu/departments/range/Mills%2010b/10273.jpg
http://www.westongardens.com/images%20perennials/greggs%20blue%20mistflower%201.jpg
https://thesquirrelnutwork.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/img_3951.jpg
https://mygardenersays.files.wordpress.com/2014/03/p1030054-new.jpg
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ornamentals/cornell_herbaceous/plants/Physostegiavirginiana2096.jpg
https://gardeninacity.files.wordpress.com/2014/06/dsc_0126.jpg
https://www.minnesotawildflowers.info/udata/r9ndp23q/pd/asclepias-incarnata-72098.jpg
http://mijntuin.s3.amazonaws.com/plants/10906.jpg
http://www.nwf.org/~/media/Content/National%20Wildlife%20Magazine%20Layouts/2010/Wildlife%20Gardening%20Channel%20photos/beebalmSousa.ashx?w=570&h=343&as=1
http://www.stockseed.com/Content/ProductImages/showy-or-canada-tick-trefoil-2013031215251170.jpg
https://hummingbirdgardenerdotcom.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/img_2696.jpg
http://www.wqed.org/birdblog/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/flowers_boneset_rsz2_ct-532x400.jpg
http://shop.sweetknowleaquatics.co.uk/WebRoot/Namesco/Shops/950007385/49A7/BA63/13DE/350B/B6D8/3EC1/CD18/06CB/mimulus_0020_ringens.JPG
http://www.jenkinsarboretum.org/images/greenribbon/large/2010bluestemgoldenrod2.jpg
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Vernonia noveboracensis NY Ironweed  

Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's Root  

Zizia aurea Golden Alexander  

chelone glabra white turtlehead 

Bidens cernua Nodding bur marigold 

Aster novae-angliae 
(Symphyotrichum) New england aster 

Tradescantia ohiensis Ohio spiderwort  

Panicum rigidulum Redtop panic grass  

Onoclea sensibilis Sensative Fern  

Panicum clandestinum Deer Tongue 

Juncus tenuis path rush 

Chasmanthium latifolium River Oats  

Carex vulpinoidea fox sedge  

Carex scoparia Blunt broom sedge 

Carex lurida Lurid sedge  

Carex grayii Gray's sedge  

  

SHRUBS/TREES  

Hamamelis virginiana Witch Hazel 

Viburnum dentatum Arrow wood  

Quercus bicolor Swamp white oak 

Cornus alternifolia Alternate leaved dogwood  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

https://nouveaufauves.files.wordpress.com/2007/09/new-york-ironweed-7.jpg
https://www.prairiemoon.com/images/D/Veronicastrum-virginicum-Culvers-Root.jpg
https://www.prairiemoon.com/images/P/goldenalex.jpg
http://www.ecoterralandscape.com/images/turtlehead.jpg
http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/wetland/photos/bur_marigold3.jpg
http://nativeplantwildlifegarden.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/DSC_5157.jpg
http://www.stockseed.com/Content/ProductImages/ohio-spiderwort_600.jpg
http://vaplantatlas.org/media/images/plants/originals/Panicum_stipitatum%231640a%232_400.jpg
http://www.biopix.com/photos/jcs-onoclea-sensibilis-54354.jpg
https://hayefield.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/panicum-clandestinum-july-7-09.jpg
http://wisplants.uwsp.edu/photos/JUNTEN_EJJ5.jpg
http://www.plant-world-seeds.com/images/seed_images/CHASMANTHIUM_LATIFOLIUM/size3_500x500/CHASMANTHIUM%20LATIFOLIUM.JPG
https://webapps8.dnr.state.mn.us/images/assistance/backyard/shorelandmgmt/restoreyourshore/photos/slides/care_vulp_002.jpg
http://phytoimages.siu.edu/users/paraman1/5_1_12/Upload1May12/CarexScoparia1.jpg
http://www.hoffmannursery.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/CarLur_PR_01_Carex_lurida.jpg
http://newfs.s3.amazonaws.com/taxon-images-1000s1000/Cyperaceae/carex-grayi-ha-pdrobot.jpg
http://tryonfarm.org/share/files/images/Witch%20Hazel%20Hamamelis%20virginiana.jpg
http://plants.dundeenursery.com/Content/Images/Photos/A031-17.jpg
http://www.treetopics.com/quercus_bicolor/swamp_white_oak_0814.png
http://www.mtcubacenter.org/images/plant-finder/Cornus_alternifolia_1.JPG

