The New Garden Township Open Space Review Board met December 20, 2011 at the
Township Building. Present were Chairman Bernie McKay, Vice Chairman Gary Bell,
Rich Chadwick, Debbie DuBois, Don Peters, Christopher Robinson, Mary Sproat and
Erin Lee. Our guests were Brian Roberts, Stacy Wright of Hyde Falls, and Chris
Mrozinski of PREIT.

Minutes - The minutes of the last meeting were approved as circulated.

Treasurer - Deb reported totals as follows: loan account $1,997,392.52; savings
account $1,211,070.20; checking account $5,804.15; total $3,214,266.87.

Planning Commission - Deb will attend this month and Chris will attend in January.

Old Business: Friends of the Trails - The new kiosk at the Mill Race Trail has been
installed but is not quite finished. Scout Matt Schmittle is building 8 benches.
Annual Report - Don is putting on the finishing touches.

New Business: Expiring terms - Gary and Rich agreed to continue for another term.
Board Positions - All Officers will keep their offices, and Bernie will report to the BOS.

We turned our attention to the trails at PREIT’s White Clay Pointe. Deb reviewed the
Open Space and Greenways Plans and noted that they are part of the Township
Comprehensive Plan. Chris Mrozinski mentioned that he had never seen them and
would like copies. We have noted that people are coming from outside the Township to
use our trails. Supervisor-elect Steve Allaband remarked that the Township is striving
for pedestrian-friendly access so as to decrease traffic load on the roads. He also
spoke in support of the OSRB, whose members care about the Township.

Chris Robinson pointed out that White Clay Pointe is a hub of trail access in the
southern part of the Township. We hope to use the trails to entice those living around it
to White Clay Pointe.

Tom Comitta spoke on behalf of trails at White Clay Pointe, saying that what PREIT has
already shown as sidewalks and crosswalks on the plan are the seed of the possible
trails, and that they fit into Linking Landscapes. (Tom pointed out the possibility of
liability on the crosswalks for PREIT.) He explained what we have added as trails and
amenities with the hope that PREIT will consider this concept plan, so that we can meet
again in January or February to discuss it further.

Tom also asked Chris to have PREIT consider partnering with the Township on future
grant applications.

Also mentioned were the George Washington Taylor Barn on the north side of route 41
and the Hayden House on Sunny Dell Road, both historic structures for which we would
welcome suggestions for reuse. The Hayden House has already been suggested as a
rectory for St. Rocco’s Church. Chris Robinson will be the contact for these structures.




Township resident Stacy Wright attended because she has concerns about a proposed
trail that appears on the Greenways Plan behind her home. One of her concerns is the
issue of the safety of her family because their back yard is adjacent to proposed trail.
Another concern is litter such as drug paraphernalia. Because of these potential
problems, she would like the proposal removed from the Greenways Plan. She also
questioned the feasibility of spending so much money on trails in the current economic
climate. In answer to her concerns, Bernie responded that this trail is low on our priority
list for many of the reasons she pointed out. Stacy also mentioned that litter has been
found on one of the trails; Bernie asked to have the one who found litter on the trail to
call him to describe it to him, as the trail is inspected daily.
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